
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
20
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
30
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
40
41
42

Contents

List of Figures ix

Acknowledgements xi

Introduction 1

I A Society of Victims? The Post-war Years, 1945 to 1957

I.1 Lives in Ruins? Nuremberg from Rubble to Reconstruction 25

I.2 ‘Victims of Bolshevism’? The Refugees and Expellees between 

Assimilation and Self-assertion 37

I.3 ‘The First Expellees of the War’? The Evacuees as 

‘External Citizens’ 51

I.4 The Veteran as Victim: The Heimkehrer between War and Peace 63

I.5 Loss, Absence and Remembrance: The Relatives of the Missing 75

I.6 Rehabilitation and Reintegration: The ‘Victims of Denazification’ 88

I.7 Re-marginalising the Marginalised: The ‘Victims of Fascism’ 104

I.8 Politics, Ideology, Sympathy, Empathy: Voicing Suffering in the 

Post-war Era 119

II The Making of a Memory Culture:

Manufacturing Civic  Consensus, 1945 to 1961

II.1 Mobilising Memory Communities: Associational Life and the

Contestation of the Past 135

II.2 Marking Suffering, Masking Schism: The Inscription of Memory 

on the Urban Landscape, 1945 to 1961 160

2580_PRE  6/27/08  1:35 PM  Page vii



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
20
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
30
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
40
41
42

II.3 Rehearsing Sorrow, Re-forging Society: Rituals of Remembrance

between Mourning and Politics 187

II.4 Local Stories, National Stories: Exhibiting Memory at the 

Germanic National Museum 208

III Challenging the Consensus, Containing the Challenge:

New Impulses, 1958 to 1968

III.1 Impulses from Without, Impulses from Within: Liberalisation 

and the ‘Confrontation of the Past’ 227

III.2 Indicting the Perpetrators, Exonerating the People: Trials and 

their Reportage in the Local Media 246

III.3 Displaying Barbarism, Displacing Blame: Exhibitions on the 

Holocaust in the 1960s 266

III.4 Critiquing History, Creating Democracy? The Nuremberg

Conversations, 1965 to 1968 281

IV Nationalist Residues in a Decade of Flux: Old 

Responses, 1958 to 1968

IV.1 The ‘Victims of War’ (i): The Soldiers’ Last Retreat 299

IV.2 The ‘Victims of War’ (ii): The Expellees’ Offensive 319

IV.3 Fading Personal Experience, Forging Public Meaning:

Commemorations and Civic Identity Politics in the 1960s 336

IV.4 The Fascist as ‘Outsider’: Nuremberg, the Nazi Party Rallies 

and the NPD 355

Conclusion 375

Primary Sources 379

Index 000

viii CONTENTS

2580_PRE  6/27/08  1:35 PM  Page viii


