
Contents

Introduction ix

Note on Transliteration xix

Note on the Documents xxi

Soviet Organizational Acronyms and Abbreviations xxiii

part one. The Twenties 1

introduction. The Bolshevization of
Culture, 1917–1932 3

chapter 1. “Prohibit Travel . . .” 7
chapter 2. “The Utterly Indecent Proposal to

Preserve the Bolshoi Theater” 23
chapter 3. Organizing the “Artistic Milieu”:

The Era of NEP 32
chapter 4. The Organization of Proletarian Art:

The Cultural Revolution 50
chapter 5. “Gorky, Whom No One Takes Seriously

in Politics” 76
chapter 6. Work with the “Anti-Soviet Intelligentsia” 88

part two. The Thirties 137

introduction. The Culture of High
Stalinism, 1932–1941 139



chapter 7. The Demise of RAPP 150
chapter 8. The Writers’ Congress 162
chapter 9. The Gorky Factor 179
chapter 10. The Union of Soviet Writers 194
chapter 11. Stalin and the Moscow Art Theater 216
chapter 12. The Anti-Formalist Campaign 229
chapter 13. The Campaign for a Patriotic Culture 249
chapter 14. The Censorship 261
chapter 15. Presenting the Image of the Leader 276
chapter 16. Stalin as Patron-Potentate 282
chapter 17. Reports on Writers from the NKVD

and Soviet Officials 302
chapter 18. Petitions to Stalin 322
chapter 19. The Stalin-Sholokhov Exchange 336

part three. The Forties 345

introduction. The Culture of Late
Stalinism, 1941–1953 347

chapter 20. The Literary Front: The War 352
chapter 21. The Literary Front: “Zhdanovism”

and Beyond 393
chapter 22. “The Most Important Art” 432
chapter 23. “Moments Musicaux” 459
chapter 24. “The Revolution Has Ended at the

Point Where It Began” 464

Notes 473

Glossary of Names 483

List of Documents 511

Index 520

viii Contents


