
K E L LY  J A M E S  C L A R K, Editor

Abraham’s Children
LIBERTY AND TOLERANCE IN AN AGE

OF RELIGIOUS CONFLICT

New Haven & 
London



Published with assistance from the John Templeton Foundation.

Copyright © 2012 by Kelly James Clark.
All rights reserved.
This book may not be reproduced, in  whole or in part, including illustrations, in 
any form (beyond that copying permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. 
Copyright Law and except by reviewers for the public press), without written 
permission from the publishers.

Yale University Press books may be purchased in quantity for educational, 
business, or promotional use. For information, please e-mail sales.press@yale 
.edu (U.S. offi ce) or sales@yaleup.co.uk (U.K. offi ce).

Set in Sabon type by Westchester Book Group
Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Abraham’s children : liberty and tolerance in an age of religious confl ict / 
edited by Kelly James Clark.
   p. cm.
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN 978-0-300-17937-8 (pbk. : alk. paper) 1. Freedom of religion. 
2. Religious tolerance. 3. Abrahamic religions. 4. Religions—Relations. 
I. Clark, Kelly James, 1956–
 BL640.A27 2012
 201'.5—dc23

2011044936

A cata logue record for this book is available from the British Library.

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO Z39.48- 1992 (Permanence of 
Paper).

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



vii

Contents

Ac know ledg ments ix

 1 Kelly James Clark, “Calling Abraham’s Children” 1

Abraham’s Jewish Children

  2  Einat Ramon, “The Peoples of the Earth and the Tents of Jacob: 
Humanity in the Image of God” 21

  3  Dov Berkovits, “Dance of the Spirit: The Land of Israel and 
the Jewish Soul” 40

  4 Leah Shakdiel, “Revisiting the Holy Rebellion” 62

 5  Arik Ascherman, “Does Judaism Teach Universal 
Human Rights?” 81

 6  Nurit Peled- Elhanan, “The Intolerance of 
Israeli Education” 102



viii Contents

Abraham’s Christian Children

 7 Jimmy Carter, “Religious Tolerance” 133

 8  Nicholas Wolterstorff, “Religious Intolerance and the 
Wounds of God” 141

 9  Ziya Meral, “Caring for the ‘Other’ as One of ‘Us’: Religious 
Freedom for All” 160

 10 Hanna Siniora, “A Minority with a Majority Opinion” 169

 11  Miroslav Volf, “ ‘Honor Everyone!’ Christian Faith and the 
Culture of Universal Respect” 186

Abraham’s Muslim Children

 12 Abdurrahman Wahid, “God Needs No Defense” 211

 13 Hedieh Mirahmadi, “The Middle Way” 218

 14  M. Fethullah Gülen, “Islam as the Embodiment of Divine Mercy 
and Tolerance” 238

 15  Rana Husseini, “The Historical and Religious Seeds of ‘Honor’ ” 259

 16 Abdolkarim Soroush, “An Islamic Treatise on Tolerance” 278

Index 291


