
X
charles  

lemert  

why  

niebuhr 

matters



“Why X Matters” 

and the yX logo are 

registered trademarks 

of Yale University.

Copyright © 2011 by 

Charles Lemert.

All rights reserved.

This book may not 

be reproduced, in 

whole or in part, 

including 

illustrations, in any 

form (beyond that 

copying permitted 

by Sections 107 and 

108 of the U.S. 

Copyright Law and 

except by reviewers 

for the public press), 

without written 

permission from the 

publishers.

Yale University Press books may be purchased in quantity  
for educational, business, or promotional use. For 
information, please e-mail sales.press@yale.edu (U.S. office) 
or sales@yaleup.co.uk (U.K. office).

Set in Adobe Garamond type by IDS Infotech Ltd., 
Chandigarh, India.
Printed in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Lemert, Charles C., 1937–
Why Niebuhr matters / Charles Lemert.
 p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
ISBN 978-0-300-17542-4 (cloth : alk. paper) 1. Niebuhr, 
Reinhold, 1892–1971. I. Title. 
BX4827.N5L46 2011
230´.044092—dc22 2011014580

A catalogue record for this book is available  
from the British Library.

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO 
z39.48–1992 (Permanence of Paper).

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



contents

  Why Niebuhr? xi

 one Reinhold Niebuhr: Tamed Cynic 1

 two Evangelical Preacher: Wheat and Tares 23

 three  Powers, Pulpits, and Politics: Moral Man and  

Immoral Society 45

 four  Sin, Self, and Society: Nature and Destiny of Man 101

 five  Nations, Global Politics, and Religion:  

Irony and American History 145

 six  Political Recovery and Globalization:  

Knowing the Difference 193

  Notes 213

  Acknowledgments 237

  Index 239

Copyrighted Material




